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On Aug. 7, the seventh round of talks between government and rebel negotiators, initiated in
Mexico City on Aug. 3, concluded with agreement on suspension of obligatory military service
through the Civil Defense Patrols (Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil-PAC). Under terms of the accord,
the administration of President Jorge Serrano assumed the unilateral commitment to suspend
activities which promote the organization and arming of new PAC units, "so long as no situations
occur which demand" formation of new PACs. The accord is to take effect as soon as the larger
human rights agreement to which it pertains is signed by the government and rebels. It is not,
however, subject to resolution of the remaining points on the negotiations agenda. One of the major
points still to be negotiated as part of the human rights agreement is establishment of a commission
to investigate massacres and major cases of human rights violations committed during the armed
conflict. Spokespersons from the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalteca-URNG) indicated that the government's current proposal regarding
the commission is unacceptable, since it calls for a blanket pardon for those involved in crimes.
Disagreement also exists regarding composition of the commission, with the URNG proposing
that at least one member be appointed by the UN secretary general, while the government insists
that the commission be comprised exclusively of Guatemalan nationals. The two delegations will
meet again in Mexico City beginning on Aug. 22 in order to advance toward conclusion of the
human rights agreement. On Aug. 8, mediator Archbishop Rodolfo Quezada told reporters he felt
"personally satisfied with the substantial advances" achieved regarding the PACs. Human Rights
Attorney General Ramiro de Leon Carpio said that the PAC accord was the first step toward a
rebel-army cease fire and toward achieving the full demilitarization of the PACs. On Aug. 9, armed
forces spokesperson Julio Yon Rivera told reporters the military would respect and support the
accord on the PACs signed in Mexico City by government and rebel negotiators. (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, 08/07/92, 08/09/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE,
08/08/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

